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technology in publishing the Federal Register (FR). GAO found that: (1) most FR documents are currently
processed exclusively on paper until final composition at the Government Printing Office (GPO); (2) GPO offered
agencies a discount for submission of fully coded documents on disks, but agency officials thought that the
costs associated with developing and maintaining a coding capability were greater than the possible discounts;
(3) in September 1991, the Office of the Federal Register (OFR) established a task force to increase the number
of FR documents submitted in electronic format; (4) GPO and OFR have collaborated on pilot projects to test
certain electronic dissemination formats; (5) if GPO included graphics in its FR database, it could capture
information that was not in machine-readable format; (6) closer coordination in the early stages of the
planning process and better assessment of potential automation benefits, costs, and needed resources could
have made the development of some FR electronic technology projects more efficient and avoided delays; (7)
the Administrative Committee of the Federal Register (ACFR) did not provide the continuing oversight needed to
direct and support the FR/Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) automation initiatives; and (8) OFR and GPO had
no current, formally articulated plan describing FR/CFR production and dissemination systems and
technologies they expected to have in operation 5 or more years from now.
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