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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .in other words, according to Mill, their existence but not their character.
Logically speaking, the same remark holds for all genuine objects of knowledge, that is, for real objects, in both
the system of Mill and that of Green. Indeed, their position is at bottom self-contradictory and untenable, as is
every other position which is based on the assumption that the object of knowledge is also the datum and
starting-point of knowledge. If the object is all there and complete prior to the knowledge process, and we know
it to be so, it is idle to talk about a further act of knowing as essential to our knowledge of the object. Such a
further act of knowing can contribute absolutely nothing essential to the knowledge already possessed. If, on
the other hand, we know nothing whatever about the object to start with, how can we be sure that it is the
object which gave rise to our sensations or other data of knowledge? In the former case, the knowledge process
is altogether superfluous and meaningless; in the latter, it is a knowledge of nothing but our own hypostatized
sensations. Again, we may put the matter thus. Mill says the object is the cause of our sensations. How do we
know that? Either by intuition or from experience? If by intuition (as Mill says in Book | and then denies in Book
1), our idea of the object is merely an idea of a cause of our...
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