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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 edition. Excerpt: .: NOTE ON ALASTOR BY MAEY WOLLSTONECRAFT SHELLEY.
Alastor is written in a very different tone from Queen Mab. In the latter, Shelley poured out all the cherished
speculations of his youth--all the irrepressible emotions of sympathy, censure, and hope, to which the present
suffering, and what he considers the proper destiny of his fellow-creatures, gave birth. Alastor, on the contrary,
contains an individual interest only. A very few years, with their attendant events, had checked the ardour of
Shelley s hopes, though he still thought them well grounded, and that to advance their fulfilment was the
noblest task man could achieve. This is neither the time nor place to speak of the misfortunes that chequered
his life. It will be sufficient to say, that in all he did, he at the time of doing it believed himself justified to his own
conscience; while the various ills of poverty and loss of friends brought home to him the sad realities of life.
Physical suffering had also considerable influence in causing him to turn his eyes inward; inclining him rather
to brood over the thoughts and emotions of his own soul, than to glance abroad, and to make, as in Queen
Mab, the whole universe the object and subject of his song. In the spring of 1815, an eminent physician
pronounced that he was dying rapidly of a consumption; abscesses were formed on his lungs, and he suffered
acute spasms. Suddenly a complete change took...
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