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on the distribution and abundance of marine birds. Some studies are in progress, however. The California
Department of Fish and Game in cooperation with Moss Landing Marine Laboratories conducted bimonthly
surveys along a fixed transect in Monterey Bay through 1975. The Department tried to continue these surveys on
a monthly basis but other priorities prevented surveys from being made after the end of May 1976. Point Reyes
Bird Observatory makes weekly censuses of birds in the Gulf of the Farallones. California State University,
Humboldt, conducts regular offshore surveys out of Eureka. The R. V. Alaska (Cal. F and G) records sightings of
marine birds as the interest of the scientists permits. The Department personnel have censused offshore birds
monthly in Morro Bay since the spring of 1975. Point Reyes Bird Observatory regularly censuses several large
estuaries and coastal bays of central California. Censuses of birds in coastal bays and estuaries of Humboldt
and Del Norte Counties are also made. The Department has supervised censusing of seabirds resting on
offshore rocks of the entire California coast. Point Reyes Bird Observatory counts beached birds regularly on 20
beaches between Morro Bay and Cape Mendocino. Moss Landing Marine Lab personnel have counted beached
birds near Moss Landing for several years. Although these surveys are extremely useful all would agree a larger,
systematic effort is needed. Studies of the effects of oil pollution on marine mammals are not extensive and no
accurate prediction on its impact can be made at this time. Some...
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