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Edited My primary object in publishing this collection of documents has been to provide students of Canadian
Constitutional development in the Department of Modern History, University of Toronto, with a handy and
convenient volume. | have not therefore thought it necessary to edit the documents in close detail. The notes
which | have provided are meant to encourage work rather than to give full information. Nor have | written a
long historical introduction. The history of the Canadian Constitution can be divided into six well defined
periods. | have arranged the documents selected for each of these periods in chronological order so that the
student can easily follow the development which they suggest, and | have linked up each section with
introductory notes in which | attempt to sum up, briefly and in broad generalization, the history to which the
documents afford illustrations. With the growing interest, however, in Constitutional history, especially within
the British Empire, | venture to hope that the volume may prove useful to a wider circle of readers than those
for whom it has primarily been compiled. If such a volume as this needs a defence, necessity and experience
must bear the burden of it. Many of the well-known volumes of documents - e.g., by Messrs. Shortt and
Doughty, Professors Egerton and Grant, and Mr. W. Houston - are out of print, and even had they been
accessible, none of them fulfilled exactly what experience had taught me was necessary - a single volume in
which acts of parliament, ordinances, proclamations and such dry-as-dust material would be vitalized by being
brought into touch with letters,...
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