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Annual Meeting of the New York Branch of the Order of Colonial Lords of Manors in America, Held in the City of
New York, April 24, 1915 Ladies and Gentlemen: When our President, Mr. Livingston, wrote that he would like to
have me tell you something about the Manor of Gardiners Island, | felt that | had a difficult task; but when he
said the time limit would be fifteen minutes, | felt that to put the two hundred and seventy-nine years of its
history into that short time would be impossible. However, | will do my best. | have referred for dates, etc., to
articles written by Mrs. Martha J.Lamb, Mr. George Parsons Lathrop, and others. The first English settlement in
the present limits of the State of New York was made by Lion Gardiner, by the purchase from the Indians, of an
island now known as Gardiner s Island. It was nine miles long by one to one and a half wide, and contained 3500
acres. This purchase was duly confirmed by the agent of Lord Sterling, March 10, 1639. Gardiner s Island was
not only a manor, but was, also, a lordship, for the terms of Governor Dongan s Grant, in 1686, were To erect
and constitute the said island one lordship and manor, to all intents and purposes. The said island shall
henceforth be called the Lordship and Manor of Gardiner s Island. This island has been longer in the possession
of one family than any other individual estate on this continent, having had twelve proprietors in direct line, to
the present owner....
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