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Print on Demand *****.0n September 25, 2001, the Supreme
Court agreed to review a case raising the controversial issue of
the constitutionality of education vouchers. In Zelman v.
Simmons-Harris the Sixth Circuit held Ohio s Pilot Scholarship
Program, which provided up to $2500 to help low-income
students in Cleveland s public schools attend private schools in
the city, to violate the establishment of religion clause of the
First Amendment. The appellate court reached this conclusion
largely on the basis of the precedent of the Supreme Court s
1973 decision in Committee for Public Education v. Nyquist, in
which the Court struck down a New York tuition subsidy
program for low-income students in private elementary and
secondary schools. A dissenting judge contended, however,
that Nyquist has been undermined by subsequent decisions
interpreting the establishment clause and that the Ohio
program ought to be upheld as constitutional. The Supreme
Court has not as yet set a date for oral argument in Zelman.
The case gives the Court the opportunity to further clarify the
constitutional standards that govern educational voucher
programs. The Court has...
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