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which the President starts. The prepared statement of Senator Biden follows: Prepared Statement of Senator
Joseph R. Biden, Jr. | am pleased to welcome Secretary of State Colin Powell to our committee today to report
on the Presidents trip to Europe and to participate in a broader discussion of U. S. security interests in Europe
and the future of the transatlantic relationship. At the outset, let me say that | am heartened President Bush had
an opportunity to engage in a candid and substantive dialogue with our European friends. In doing so, the
President affirmed the critical role of the transatlantic relationship and the fact that the United States remains
a European power. Despite the remarkable progress that the fifteen members of the European Union have
made in creating, in the EUs phrase, an ever closer union, the fact remains that without the United States,
mobilizing Europe on tough...
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