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School and the Community: A Study of the Methods and
Application of the Social Survey Within the past few years,
particularly, there has been a tremendous amount of material
written upon the rural problem. It is well that it should be so,
for the field has been so largely neglected that many people do
not know that there is a rural problem; and even now men are
by no means agreed as to the fundamental issue in that
intricate and complex situation. It would seem, however, that
for the present generation the question is an economic one,
and particularly one of accounting and marketing; that for the
future generation it will be a question of education, using the
word in the somewhat restricted sense. In studying the
question, therefore, it is well that we should remember that a
concrete application of sociological principles is never out of
place. The difficulty is that we are prone to apply them in a
hasty and vague manner, without first finding the actual facts
involved. It is...
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